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Peter Leroy, hotel owner in the town of |
Babbington, Long Island (“clam capital of
America”), offers further marvelously ap-
pealing recollections of his bayhood mis-
adventures of the mid-1950s, Readers unfa-
miliar with the earlier Leroy novels ( What a
Picce of Work 1 Am, etc.) will find Kraft's
wry style, deep insights into youth and age
and sly observation of adult behavior a rare
delight. Peter's life at ages 11 and 12 re-
volves around his slightly bohemian neigh-
bors-~-abstract painter Andy Glynn, his
talkative wife Rosetta, a melancholy poet
and compulsive entrant of product-pro-
motion giveaway contests, and their for-
ward, mischievous 13-year-old daughters,
Margot and Martha. Peter’s relationship
with the Glynn sisters proceeds from dates
spent watching arty European films to se-
cret nighttime rendezvous in which he
climbs the Glynns' stone wall and slips un-
dressed into “the twing™ bed for relatively
uneventful trysts that inflame his prepubes-
cent fantasies. Anyonc who has mourned,
or yearned for, his or her younger self will
find Kraft an enchantment. (May)

FYi: Publication coincides with Picador
USA’s release in paperback of the earlier
Preier Leroy novels, and also with Voyager's
interactive electronic version of the Peter
Leroy series for Macintosh users,



