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Kraft's multivoiene Clronicles of Petwr Lawy (Leaving Smalls Hotel, 1593, tc.) continue with
this often hilarious hitrersweet tle of adolescenoc rooollected in ranguility: misdlo-sged Peter’s fictonal
mproverment on the subjocs of his mother Ella's chieckered career 4s an independent businesswoman,

fn a kalzidoscopic narradve thar's a livtle like » marriage of Marce! Proust and Mark Twain, Peter
(a former teacher and author of 2 seriss of boys' sdventue Dooks) wears hiz Jong-suffering wile
Albcrtine (who's his best critic) to & fantasized version of growing up sbsurd in the clanerich
munietpality of Babbingon, Lona lsland. Speeifizally, he imagines thm the determined Ella found her
commercial niche catering 'elegant excursions” abosrd hér newly purchased glgm boat (whase
previous owner had neglected to mention that the vessed Joaked). The grory also fulfills 13-year-old
Pater’s fanmsy needs in the porson of schioolmate sexpot (and the Levoys’ collaborator) Patti Fiorenzs.
That's about it—and it's ctiough, in a charmingly loopy come-in-and-sit-a-spel] tale that segues
comfortably ameng past and present, truth and lies, the main point and ingenuous digressions,
including explications of teehnieal matters thar stimulate Peter's urge 10 dnker with cverything he
toushes (nor excluding Ms. Fiorerza). One particularly irmpassioned chapier is presented as  playlet.
Interpolated explanatuty ones omploy illusirtions and diagrams w dwell on such nautical areanc as
“The Mysteries of the Jet Pump Revealed” and “Morphology and Acstheties of Clam Boats.” The titls
metaphor, explained in an epigrapy from Don Quixate, assumes seveal risible forms, and Peter’s
detrmination to eXplore all the mysteries of environment, heredity, and (especially) sex is memorably
expressed in such deadpan wonderg as the episode entltled “martinis with the Merry Widow” and 'a
dog=wop version of Stanza X! of Wallace Stevens’s ‘Esthetique du Mal.”” And Kraft wraps it up with
a fabulows final chapter in which Peier s2ys his final farewell to the redoubtable Ella.

Gilerious siuff. Is there no end 1o the (obviousty autobiographical, imegistibly entertaining)
parmutations of Peter Leroy? Let's hape not.



