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Brllarkciabathri
OVELIST Etu: Kraft's miche in
conleluporary  Iiterature  might
well be as a snony, upbeat Amer-
ican version of the Argentine fab-

ulist Jorge Luis Dorges.

Like the latter's magical realism, Keadt's
writing focuses on persomal identity as an
ephemeral, ever-changing cansiroct, asd
this themse underkes his cngoing, maiw
kfe's work: The Personol Histary Adves-
tuses, Experiences & Obsersations af Peler
Lerey, now ommt-m-nffirc ‘ndependent
yet velated mowels, the latest,
mamgufm;h

halhsbmh Kradt's Bctional alter ego,

Babbingten, LI, a
camming village of the post-World War Il

exa. Within that small-town warld long pasl,

be recounts siosies of the younger Peter or
of other residents-—his own maternal
gragdparents in 2l their carnal delight in

Hevb a' Lorma and, in the sativic Resesws-
dowy Recommended, the Kfe of Peter's-

popows food-critic fiend, pen-mamed P
W. Beath,

Trul,™ set in Maowbatlen owud Leng Is-
Rasd, onilf be published in Julp

&

His mewest povel centers on the seliry
Aviane, whuhadhemlh&l‘rmnbmlgdu
the Js‘ﬁlh. Baring the sewual secrels ani

birarre svents of ber past to Peter, the ple- -

bonic friend whe is newly oot of college anl
worling as a teacher at their old high schaodl
when she first begins ber stary, Ariane

Prier Estens as Aviane, whonmym

Ioil&cmimw(ﬂg,m-tsm

op Jower-chss asd having sex with many
boys while the good gids stommed and
bounded ker for it. He remembers vividly
bis awn puppy love far this huscious clder
sister of his best friend, Raskol—a friend
who be says was “imaginary.” A rehel before
ber Lime, questing, daring yet bombéng in
ihe back seats of guys” cazs, feardess o the
pait of foofihmess, sbe remains resibieat
esough to parsne a twisting Kfes odyseey
Mmmmkrmqm
Tom in matters of love md sex.

BELKHT o T osT

Peter tells Arane's as 3 story within a
Chinese box of stories—for instance, Their
many chats begin after Peter leams that
Aciane “really” die? when ber honse burned
down. Wishing ta give ber the chanoe to
bawe the fife he thinks she deserves, be wills
Wmmlic.lnlhsmmhnglom
tale, accounting to Peter, she
hii onc night several years “affer the five
eatinguisher saved ber Kfe™ to tell him she
now wishes to share with fem the hidden
tale of her Kfe. Borges-style, Peter Jays bare
the seaffolding on which be bases his tale.

As he helps her give a shape to ber past,
the wry, abscrvant Peter evolves his owm
Eable of Ariane. Jn this compler mizroring of
two sides of an evolving identity, what the

- mustirinl tale teller Kraft docs is show fhat,

while Arane may wok ewist materially, it is
enotigh that she exists in Peter’s imagina-
Hion “at & crossyvads in 2 kabsyinth of tales ™
Ariane is a roogh-and-tumble Cinderella.
She has experiences that are all too real—

like: the thime Guy, iher hoas at the first cham
in the @rea, wi'uon'l and beat

' her, then fved ker, *

She also experiences ireapicry evenls—

mlhng:sagzﬂwmukopamk&{-elww'
boat captaimed by Peter’s paternal gramd-

father, who ia keepiog bis beloved, dying
wife alive with cach day's repart of the “vry-
age” to the island of Rarotooga, the place of
their dreams, 2

Later, a theated and fikn directoe, Greg
Tschudm-—Eke sone demon personilication
of Ariaue’s unCoNECNES processes—steals,
dislorts and re-shapes her memnrics to ex-
ploit her past. But from this, she learns 1o
act her fife conscionsly, and ultimately he-
comes famoos as an actress. Years later,
living in exatic places like istanhol and Ran-
goou, she sends letlers back lo Peter, who
oullects them in 2 packet along with the yel- |
Iowed uotes from the long-age chats—a-
ameufﬁeﬂ“nm:rwllwmyshehasnmd»
in 1992 to bepin this nowel

S THE FABLED Ariane goes irnm

being a character subject to Bfe to

being the avthor of the character |

n ber e, the reader grows un-

easy because her male creator, Peter Le-

1oy, makes her ovesly optimistic abonot rec-

anciling the contradictions in her ke, She is
oo joyfully pragmatic.

‘Pledrﬂcluillntwpaslmd]'hvcm

" inseparable relationship but a flewible one,™ |

she writes to Peter. “Many different dishes |
cn be made from the raw mgredients of my

past™ .
However, the didh Axiane sees as the best |
metaphor of her Bl is clam chowider, with |
the broth as ber bife juice, holding together |
disparate parts of her persanal past. Hreafr |
:hnmmchdhsmmrdsmam
of chowder adding independent flavor. lfm;
hnhtnstmamnﬂﬂufhtmmlhmk
mgi.himmqﬂ o overoHse
mmﬁyﬁmﬂmeuﬂhetmlybﬂgd
who exists only i €be mind of the ooy voy- |
&ur, -]




